January  2,  1963 


Dear  Russell, 

Please  be  nice  enough  to 
send  me  ten  copies  of  the  page 
or  pages  on  which  the  Williamson 
review  of  The  Fantastic  180U 
Dollar  occurs. 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  NEMAN 


January  7,  1963 


Miss  Jane  Clark 
Feature  Editor 
St .Louis  Globe  Democrat 
12th  Blvd.  at  Delraar 
St. Louis,  Missouri 

Dear  Miss  Clark: 

We  have  published  a  book  entitled  "The  Fantastic  180U 
Dollar"  showing  that  the  most  valuable  American  coin 
is  not  genuine.  This  should  be  of  particular  importance 
to  you  because  a  St.  Louisan,  Eric  P. Newman,  wrote  the 
text  after  several  years  of  research.  It  might  make  a 
very  interesting  feature  story  for  your  public. 

The  most  recent  sale  of  the  coin  was  for  $29,000  and  it 
is  known  as  the  "King  of  American  Coins".  The  book 
shows  the  1801:  coin  to  have  been  secretly  made  in  1831* 
and  18^8  at  the  13.  S.  Mint,  and  proves  it  was  not  made 
in  1801*.  Affidavits  about  the  coin  by  government 
officials  are  shown  to  be  false  and  deliberately  mis¬ 
leading.  Although  the  book  is  heralded  as  a  numismatic 
classic  it  is  filled  with  humor  and  intrigue.  A  copy 
of  the  book  will  be  given  to  you  by  Mr.  Newman  if  you 
ask  him  and  will  give  you  any  further  information  or 
pictures  you  might  wish. 

Mr.  Eric  P. Newman,  as  you  may  know,  is  an  attorney  and 
Secretary  of  Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc.  As  a  hobby 
he  is  a  numismatic  writer,  world  traveller  and  lecturer. 

We  hope  you  find  the  foregoing  of  interest. 

Very  truly  yours, 


January  8,  1963 


Miss  Jane  Clark 
Feature  Editor 
St.  Louis  Globe  Democrat 
12th  Boulevard  at  Delmar 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Dear  Miss  Clark: 

We  have  published  a  book  entitled  THE  FANTASTIC  1804  DOLLAR 
showing  that  the  most  valuable  American  coin  is  not  genuine. 

This  should  be  of  particular  Importance  to  you  because  a  St. 
Louisan,  Eric  P.  Newman,  wrote  the  text  after  several  years 
of  research.  It  might  make  a  very  interesting  feature  story 
for  your  public. 

The  most  recent  sale  of  the  coin  was  for  $29,000  and  it  is 
known  as  the  "King  of  American  Coins".  The  book  shows  the 
1804  coin  to  have  been  secretly  made  in  1834  and  1858  at  the 
U.  S.  Mint,  and  proves  it  was  not  made  in  18o4.  Affidavits 
about  the  coin  by  government  officials  are  shown  to  be  false 
and  deliberately  misleading.  Although  the  book  is  heralded 
as  a  numismatic  classic,  it  is  filled  with  humor  and  intrigue. 

A  copy  of  the  book  will  be  given  to  you  by  Mr.  Newman  if  you 
ask  him  and  will  give  you  any  further  information  or  pictures 
you  might  wish. 

Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman,  as  you  may  know,  is  an  attorney  and  Secretary 
of  Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc.  As  a  hobby  he  is  a  numismatic 
writer,  world  traveller  and  lecturer. 

We  hope  you  find  the  foregoing  of  interest. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 


KEB: jam 

end.  copy  of  news  release  on  book 
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King  of  the  A  merican  Rarities 


w 


Mvslery  Slill  Surrounds  1801  Silver  Hollar 


By 


Robert  Obojski 

Parma,  Ohio 

The  United  States  silver  dol¬ 
lar  of  1804  has  long  been 
known  as  the  “King  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Rarities,”  not  only  because 
of  its  scarcity  (only  15  authen¬ 
tic  specimens  are  known  to  be 
extant),  but  also  because  of  the 
mystery  surrounding  this  coin. 

One  of  the  most  intriguing 
facets  of  the  1804  dollar  is  that 
throughout  its  history  it  has 
always  been  one  of  the  most 
desired  coins  among  numis¬ 
matists  everywhere.  Whenever 
one  of  these  coins  has  appeared 
at  auction,  it  has  almost  always 
set  records  for  the  highest  price 
paid  for  a  single  coin. 

A  particularly  choice  speci- 


silver  dollars  were  issued  for  one  coin.  (We  should  add  here, 
general  circulation  between  however,  that  this  volume  also 
1804  and  1840.)  traces  the  early  history  of 

Elias  Boudinot,  Director  of  United  States  coinage.) 
the  Mint,  stopped  the  coinage  Messrs.  Newman  and  Bres- 
of  silver  dollars  in  1804  to  pre-  sett  track  down  the  complete 
vent  their  exportation  because  story  of  the  1804  dollar  like  a 
their  face  value  was  less  than  couple  of  detectives,  and  they 
their  bullion  value.  conclude  the  volume  with  a 

Dies  were  probably  made  for  comprehensive  pedigree  of 
the  1804  dollar,  and  a  number  each  of  the  15  known  1804  s. 


of  experts  theorize  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  dollars  was  actually 
struck  in  1804.  but  thrown 


They  list  everyone  who  has 
ever  owned  any  one  of  the 
famous  15,  including  the  pres- 


right  back  into  the  melting  pot  ent  owners 


when  the  “stop  order”  came 
from  Director  Boudinot. 

A  battery  of  experts  on  the 
subject  have  proven  almost 
conclusively  that  the  1804  dol¬ 
lars  were  produced  in  the  1836- 


men  brought  no  less  than  $29,-  42  experimental  period  because 


000  at  a  1961  New  York  auc 
tion,  the  record  purchase  price 
for  one  coin. 

Each  new  sale  has  always 
stirred  the  imagination  of 
newspaper  reporters,  numis¬ 
matic  writers,  and  all  collec¬ 
tors,  whether  or  not  they  ever 


they  differ  significantly  from 
the  1803  variety,  and  conform 
more  closely  to  the  designs  of 
those  pieces  coined  in  the 
1840’s. 

It  has  never  been  fully  ex¬ 
plained  why  the  1804  date  has 
been  inscribed  on  these  coins — 


At  least  three  of  the  1804’s 
are  on  permanent  public  dis¬ 
play.  Two  specimens  belonging 
to  the  United  States  Mint’s 
Cabinet  are  exhibited  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution’s  Coin 
Hall  in  Washington,  D.C.,  while 
the  Chase  Manhattan  Bank’s 
Museum  of  Moneys  of  the 
World  in  New  York  City  has 
the  famous  Rosenthal  speci¬ 
men  on  exhibit. 

Authors  Newman  and  Bres- 
sett  comment  in  their  preface 
to  “The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar” 
that  they  try  to  write  “the  last 
word  on  the  subject,”  but  they 
qualify  this  statement  by  say¬ 
ing,  “This  may  be  just  an  idle 
dream.” 


Whitman  Publishing  Co. 


An  1804  silver  dollar 


hoped  to  own  such  a  coin.  A 
New  York  auctioneer  will  fea¬ 
ture  an  1804  dollar  in  a  major 
sale  scheduled  for  some  time 
early  in  1963.  Many  dealers  and 
collectors  feel  that  the  $29,000 
“price  barrier”  may  be  broken 
at  this  sale. 

Oddly  enough,  United  States 
silver  dollars  were  probably 
not  struck  at  all  in  1804,  though 
published  official  Philadelphia 
Mint  records  show  that  19,570 
of  them  were  coined  in  that 
year.  Most  numismatists  now 
agree  that  the  1804  total  for 
dollars  actually  covered  those 
which  were  dated  1803.  (The 
1803  dollar  is  quite  common.) 

It  is  now  generally  believed 
that  the  1804  dollars  were 
struck  at  the  mint  between  1836 
and  1842,  during  the  period 
when  Christian  Gobrecht,  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  chief  engraver, 
was  creating  his  well-known 
patterns  in  preparation  for  the 
issue  of  silver  dollars.  (No 


and  herein  lie^  one  of  the  mys¬ 
teries. 

Nevertheless,  a  few  “hard¬ 
core”  numismatic  experts  be¬ 
lieve  that  at  least  seven  1804 
dollars  were  struck  in  that  year 
and  saved  for  assay  purposes, 
making  these  “1804  originals.” 
This  school  tries  to  prove  its 
case  by  maintaining  the  “origi¬ 
nals”  were  indeed  produced  in 
1804  because  they  resemble  the 
1803’s. 

Interest  in  the  1804  silver 
dollar  question  has  reached  so 
high  a  level  in  the  past  two  or 
three  years  that  two  of  the 
best-known  experts  on  the 
subject,  Eric  P  Newman  and 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  wrote  a 
whole  book  on  the  coin,  “The 
Fantastic  1804  Dollar”  (Whit¬ 
man  Publishing  Co.,  Racine, 
Wis.,  1962,  144  pp.,  $3.50). 

This  is  some  kind  of  mile¬ 
stone  in  numismatic  writing 
since  never  before  has  a  full- 
length  book  been  written  on 


January  15,  19b3 


rm  Lynn  Glaser 
3012  Jo shu*  tioed 
Lafayette  Hill,  Perea. 

Dear  Lynn* 

lour  sense  of  humor  in  the  article  in  Numismatic 
Seva  about  the  Fantastic  lfiOit  Dollar  is  as  price¬ 
less  as  the  coin  itself.  If  the  book  had  been 
published  before  the  Siam  specimen  was  announced 
tiers  would  not  have  been  anything  funny  about 
the  matter.  we  could  have  entitled  our  book 
**The  Mear  tig®*  and  you  could  have  described  it 
as  ®the  most  monumental  defective  job  in  numis¬ 
matics”.  1  am  sure  that  all  of  us  ap  reciate 
the  work  done  by  one  another.  If  you  net  Ken 
through  the  l8oL  dollar  that  in  itself  is  en¬ 
ough  to  make  the  Dollars  important. 

fou  were  certainly  a  Good  Samaritan  to  say  such 
nice  things  about  my  «Good  GemaritM*  book. 

Keep  up  your  stimulating  and  refreshing  articles 
in  * Mu mi  statically  Speaking®. 

Kindest  personal  regards. 


Sincerely , 


bi N/atb 


i-RIC  ..  ..  r5AM 


\^joL 


January  15,  1963 


Jir*  Lynn  Olaser 
3012  Joshua  ttoad 
Lafayette  Hill,  Pern  a. 

Lear  Lynn* 

lour  sense  of  busier  in  the  article  in  Siumisaatic 
Sews  about  the  Fantastic  l80lt  Dollar  is  as  price¬ 
less  as  the  coin  itself.  if  the  book  had  been 
published  before  the  Sis®  specimen  was  announced 
there  would  not  have  been  anything  funny  about 
the  matter.  Me  could  have  entitled  our  book 
Rfhe  le&r  Mis**  and  you  could  have  described  it 
as  "the  most  monumental  defective  job  in  numis¬ 
matics5*.  1  am  sure  that  all  of  us  appreciate 
the  work  done  by  one  another.  If  you  met  Ken 
through  the  180^  dollar  that  in  itself  is  en¬ 
ough  to  make  the  Dollars  important. 

tou  were  certainly  a  Clood  Samaritan  to  say  such 
nine  things  about  ay  ®Good  Safari  tan 15  book. 

Keep  up  your  stimulating  and  refreshing  articles 
in  * Buai statically  Speaking*. 

Kindest  personal  regards, 


Sincerely, 


SPl/atb 


L&IC  r.  Kg WHAM 


&c.  \  ^hJL^e^h 


January  22,  1963 


Dear  Mr.Bolender: 

Thank  you  for  your  Dollar 
Price  Sheet  and  also  for  the 
nice  things  you  said  about  "The 
Fan  ta  stic” . 

Cordially , 


Mr .M.H .Bolender 
P.O.Box  63 

San  Marino,  California 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  REMAN 


Member  of  American  Numismatic 
Association  No.  2776 


Associate  Member  of 
American  Numismatic  society 


MEMBER  OF  DEALER 

Los  Angeles  Coin  Club 
Orange  County  Coin  Club 
San  Gabriel  Valley  Coin  Club 
Monterey  Park  Coin  Club 
Compton  Coin  Club 
Numismatic  Association 
of  Southern  California 


M.  H.  BOLENDER 

NUMISMATIST 

IN  RARE  COINS  AND  PAPER  MONEY 

IN  MY  55th  NUMISMATIC  YEAR 

9 

P.  O.  Box  63 

SAN  MARINO,  CALIF. 


MEMBER  OF 
CENTRAL  STATES 
numismatic  Association 
California  state 
NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 
GLENDALE  COIN  CLUB 
FREEPORT  (ILLINOIS)  COIN  CLUB 
CHICAGO  COIN  CLUB 


January  18,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman, 

6450  Cecil  Jive  . , 

St.  Louis  5,  Mo., 

Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  at  hand  yesterday.  I  was 
happy  to  hear  from  you  again.  Especially  do  I  thank  you  for 
your  book  on  the  Fantastic  1804  Dollar,  an  autographed  copy  of 
which  I  received  from  Ken  Bressett,  and  which  I  have  enjoyed 
so  much.  You  did  a  magnificent  job,  and  I  have  no  criticism 
of  your  work,  only  praise  for  you,  and  what  you  did  in  time 
of  need. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  1961  revised  price  list 
on  the  old  dollars.  This  should  be  revised  again,  as  those 
prices  are  out  of  step  now.  The  chief  thing  that  makes  these 
old  dollars  go  up,  is  not  so  much  the  specialists,  but  the 
demand  for  nice  examples  of  most  any  of  them,  to  be  used  in 
type  sets,  which  are  in  growing  demand. 

With  kindest  personal  regards  I  remain, 


PS-  I  know  absolutely  nothing  about  Mr/  Hurlbut’s  list,  so 
cannot  help  you  on  this. 


January  28,  1963 


Hiss  Lucinda  Benzel 
St*  Louis  Globe-Democrat 
12th  and  Delmar 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Dear  Miss  3enzel: 

The  diligence  and  work  which  you  put  into 
the  article  concerning  the  I80I4.  Dollar  is 
most  appreciated*  I  have  had  a  great  many 
calls  already  with  respect  to  how  interest¬ 
ing  the  article  is.  1  realize  how  much 
patience  went  into  its  preparation. 

Thank  you,  again,  for  your  cooperation  in 
reading  the  text  to  me. 

Cordially  yours. 


ERIC  F.  NEWMAN 


EFM/atb 


January  28,  1963 


Mr.Robert  Goldberg 
Evangeline  Shoe  Company 
170  Lincoln 

Manchester,  New  Hampshire 
Dear  Bob: 

As  long  as  you  are  stamping  THE  FANTASTIC 
180U  DOLLAR  on  the  material  I  gave  you,  I 
am  sending  you  an  additional  piece  so  that 
you  can  make  a  few  more  stampings. 

I  really  appreciate  your  helpfulness  in 
this  respect. 


Sincerely  yours, 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January  31,  1963 


Dr. Julian  Blanchard 
The  Essay-Proof  Society 
1  Sheridan  Square 
New  York  lU,New  York 

Dear  Dr . Blanchard: 

Thank  you  for  your  nice  comments  about  "The 
Fantiastic  1801*"  •  I  was  responsible  for 
sending  it  to  you  as  you  have  been  part  of 
my  education  and  enthusiasm  in  numismatics 
and  I  appreciate  all  that  you  have  done  in 
this  worthy  field. 


Cordially, 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


JUI  IAN  BLANCHARD 
President 

1  Sheridan  Square 
Sew  York  14.  N.  Y. 


JOSEPH  G.  REINIS 
First  Vice  President 
50  Court  Street 
Brooklyn  1.  N.  Y. 


RALPH  R.  WEAVER  KENNETH  MINUSE 

90  Knightsbridge  Road,  Secretary 

Great  Neck.  L.  I.,  N.  Y.  1236  Grand  Concourse 

New  York  56.  N.  Y. 


MRS.  RAE  D.  EHRENBERG 
Treasurer 

164  West  79  Street 
New  York  24,  N.  Y. 


THE  ESSAY  -  PROOF  SOCIETY 


January  27  ,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
I4.OO  Washington  Ave . 
St.  Louis  2,  Mo. 


Dear  Eric: 

This  is  a  letter  that  I  have  been  putting  off  for  some 
time  and  I  am  rather  ashamed  of  the  putting  off.  It  is  about  your 
fantastic  book  on  "The  Fantastic  I8OI4-  Silver  Dollar1’. 

A  copy  came  to  me  from  the  publisher  without  any  card 
in  the  parcel,  but  I  could  only  assume  that  you  were  responsible 
for  my  getting  it.  And  so  to  you  go  my  thanks. 

I  heard  your  lecture  on  the  subject  at  Atlanta  and  was 
pleased  and  impressed.  And  now  I  have  read  the  book  and  am  even 
more  impressed.  -  with  all  the  good  detective  work  and  especially 
with  your  excellent  presentation  of  the  case. 

I  most  heartily  congratulate  you  and  your  colleagues, 
and  I  thank  you  much  for  my  complimentary  copy. 

Most  sincerely. 


TTbmw  J’Aojtl.  — 


KEN  BRESSETT 


*  '  —}V  ^  ^  ‘  ^ 

jZJp». 

j^M  JU  °-  jot 


WHITMAN 


VWljl  19  ii  S  • 


PUBLISHING 

COMPANY 


Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 


12  2  0  MOUND  AVENUE 


RACINE.  WISCONSIN 


February  4,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6430  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5*  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

Congratulations  on  the  top  notch  article  which  appeared  in 
the  Globe  Democrat.  I  received  your  copy  and  one  other 
from  a  friend  in  Hannibal.  They  did  a  fine  job  and  this 
certainly  should  publicize  the  book  nicely  in  your  area. 

Congratulations  are  also  in  store  for  the  excellent  article 
which  you  wrote  for  the  Numismatist.  I  especially  enjoyed 
your  blast  at  the  current  trend  of  making  struck  copies, 
"restrikes",  etc. 

The  Oak  Tree  shillings  were  news  to  me.  Are  they  prevalent 
in  this  country?  If  they  are  generally  for  sale,  I  would 
like  to  have  one  for  my  reference  collection  of  fake  coins. 

Sales  of  the  Fantastic  1804  book  are  slow  but  steady.  We 
seem  to  have  moved  approximately  2,500  copies  already.  This 
is  not  earth-shaking  but  I  can  see  where  the  book  will  be  a 
standard,'  perhaps  even  a  classic  for  many  years  to  come. 

Kindest  personal  regards  to  you  and  the  family.  , 


Sincerely, 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Ken  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 


KEB: jam 


Wjurno  Shorn.— 


KEN  BRESSETT 


February  J,  1963 


Dear  Eric: 

Regarding  the  recent  advertisement  in  Coin  World 
showing  a  full  page  of  WHITMAN  books  but  omitting 
the  1804  dollar  book*  I  would  like  to  say  that 
due  to  some  slip-up,  we  never  received  their 
notification  that  this  special  issue  was  to  be 
published,  and  at  the  last  moment  we  had  to  make 
a  decision  to  run  some  sort  of  a  full  page  ad  to 
support  their  editorial  comments  concerning  our 
books .  We  decided  to  use  this  full  page  ad  from 
a  full  yearago.  Only  the  edition  numbers  were 
changed  and  no  new  products  were  added.  It  is 
a  rather  incomplete  and  poor  ad  but  we  thought  it 
would  be  better  than  nothing. 

Thanks  for  your  constant  watchfulness .  I  am 
always  happy  to  know  that  at  least  someone  reads 
our  advertisements. 

When  are  we  going  to  do  something  with  the 
continental  currency  project?  I'm  still  waiting 
to  hear  from  you. 


’sever. 


KEB: jam 


February  7,  1963 


Hr*  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitnan  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Bear  Ken: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  February  li.  The  blast 
in  our  local  newspaper  was  tremendously  popular  and 
endless  people  read  it  in  detail,  '^his  is  the  type 
of  thing  which  I  hoped  could  be  obtained  nationally 
for  both  of  us  so  that  it  would  help  sell  the  book. 
Frankly,  I  am  disappointed  that  more  books  have  not 
been  sold. 

As  to  the  Oak  Tree  shilling  forgeries,  I  have  only 
run  across  four  and  they  have  been  sold  for  $30  each 
in  England.  I,  like  you,  would  like  to  have  one 
for  my  reference  collection  but  it  would  have  to 
be  given  to  me  as  I  will  not  purchase  a  fake  because 
I  feel  it  encourages  faking  by  doing  so.  I  did  not 
realize  you  had  a  nice  collection  of  fakes.  I  have 
a  few  duplicates  and  perhaps  you.do.  Maybe  we  can 
fake  each  other  out. 

With  respect  to  reproductions,  you  are  going  to  see 
a  lot  of  news  shortly.  The  TAMS  Committee  i3  going 
to  take  the  position  that  no  reproductions  should 
be  sold  or  offered  for  sale  by  anybody  or  advertised 
even.  This  will  be  subject  to  adoption  by  Coin  Clubs 
etc.  I  hate  to  waste  time  trying  to  improve  the 
morals  standards  of  coin  collecting  but  I  wa3  asked 
to  do  this  dirty  Job  and  am  going  to  give  it  my  all* 

A  tentative  draft  of  the  code  which  our  committee 
are  about  to  propose  is  enclosed. 

With  kindest  personal  regards. 

Sincere  ly  , 


EPN/a  tb 


ERIC  P.  1IEWMAN 


February  15  ,  1963 


Mr#  R#  Joyce  Fortnoy 
9216  Clayton  Koad 
St#  Louis  2h,  Missouri 

Dear  Joyce? 


I  have  to  thank  Dick  and 
you  for  going  to  so  much  trouble  over 
the  little  newspaper  article  about  my 
last  book. 


Don’t  worry,  you  won’t h ave 
to  read  it,  but  it  was  nice  of  you  to 
threaten# 


Cordially, 


...I.IC  F#  Ni  WKA:' 


&F  ■:  :m 


JOYCE  PORTNOY 


Fe.bA.ua/LU  13,  1963 


VeaA.  Ea.Ic: 


CongA.atulati.oyu>!  I  leave  town  fioA.  a  ^ew  dayb 
and  you  make.  the  j \A.ont  page,  oft  the.  family  bectlon ♦ 

It  look b  like.  I  am  going  to  have,  to  A.ead  my  &lA.bt 
book  on  colnb,  Will  you  audogAaph  It  £oa  me.? 

Vo  you  think  It  will  come,  out  In  a  papeA- back 
■boon  bo  I  won’t  have,  to  bpcnd  bo  much  money? 

Love  to  you  and  Evelyn . 


Good  wlbheb, 


J P:bkt 


February  18,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company- 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

The  Kosoff  letter  of  February  11,  1963  indicates  an  unfortunate 
frame  of  mind.  It  may  be  that  the  book  hurts  his  purse  in  the 
event  he  owns  an  interest  in  the  Kyderaan  l80iu  He  also  nay  be 
smarting  over  the  vitriolic  bath  Walter  gave  the  “Illustrated 
History".  Xcu  nay  not  know  it  but  Don  Taxay  is  also  giving 
the  fence  sitting  comment  a  hard  time  in  the  text  of  a  book  soon 
to  be  published  and  the  text  was  first  submitted  to  Abe  for  com¬ 
ment  by  John  Ford.  Abe’s  comment  is  a  gem  and  is  inconsistent 
as  he  has  one  opinion  for  the  record  and  a  different  private 
opinion  for  another  record.  Abe  may  also  be  disappointed  that 
his  opinion  is  not  sought  as  Judge  and  though  the  Oatbeimers  hc.ve 
sought  it  (any  port  in  a  stern)  I  don’t  know  who  else  has  or  even 
cares  any  more  about  the  Zerbe  pieces. 

I  would  like  you  to  send  me  a  copy  of  Abe’s  October  $  letter  to 
you  and  your  answer  then  as  well  as  your  answer  to  his  February  11, 
1963  letter,  deleting  any  other  than  l80li  matters.  Neither  you 
nor  I  wish  to  get  into  a  mud  slinging  contest  with  Abe  but  if 
“public  acknowledgment”  is  really  meant  he  is  going  to  get  both 
barrels  from  me  even  though  he  writes  you.  and  not  me.  W«  both 
thought  that  he  was  being  let  off  lightly  with  the  comment  in 
"The  Fantastic”.  Nothing  Spink  disclosed  in  Detroit  affected 
the  Zerbe  coin  matter  one  iota. 

As  to  the  1836-183^-1830  etc.  comments,  he  is  just  peeved  that 
we  did  not  make  asses  out  of  ourselves  end  were  saved  by  the  bell. 

I  still  do  not  know  v:hat  you  i  new  about  the  Spink  talk  other  than 
it  related  to  the  l80iu  That,  as  veil  as  the  Verner-Ostheimer 
deal,  is  all  the  confidential  matters  I  really  have  on  my  "want” 
list  for  1801:. 

I  was  duly  impressed  by  Abe's  complete  lack  of  comment  on  the  180k 
book.  He  uses  the  technique  of  asking  questions  to  throw  doubt. 
Maybe  he  did  not  like  the  book  after  all.  We  have  weathered 
worse  storms  together.  This  one  is  only  a  strong  wind. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN  NUMISMATIC  EDUCATION 
SOCIETY 


h  *  * 


Vnm.  W\v~<-«.-  C$U\~-V  ^  W*J* 


\.  -  CC_  - 

V^U-vA-  \>J>  <>-^x\^i>/__  ^rO  UO'AV  w^»<w*-. 

yx^v.L  V*<»  ^..^L  Csi^s.  C^o=»<-A.i\' 

\S  £?  v-\.t.C  L  y^i  S^v\  \;Ww\-  ^\^arV>- 


TlcA-  '*"  ""  VASOU-L-CJ, 

.<&&•*  V*-  v  Vv  ^.Vp 

>W  (Vo.o  "SI.  WvO 


•A.u> 


;C>  ^ 

2f*Sk  V~«-  V*^;  i 

*.ix  few 


\  —  ^>C\vo\.Caa*0^ 


VovVW  ^jL.»>f-  V-\W  \0V  VVJ- 

'n^s^w  'V'  $>'  *  -xt  wil  y*-jiO*k 


v^c^.  t^v^v  V  V-.  j2^«~v«^-vV 

v  v  ;„  ,ov^.  c.  v^x^w  < 

vv.v  4^^v.V  •  u± 


—  -sr"0*  vox>  S^rvS-S- 

Qo  vvU.0-  Vo  VxU-^rC.  vV  VVmX  <5- 


Prw.  W  sVv^  W-  V- 

ru-l,  .  W&  V  -  M 

<r  ^»V  5cv«oa<.  V?  5c-A  w<  c\-xoVW. 


^  W\ 


tsr  vvtfV  €.^>*k^  V  •  C^G— 

^Aty>  V^-V  VVtbi 


Cua  <\jLec.s^\  cv 


>0(A^ 

cS^r  Vov-Jl —  cO\  '  ■  ^v<.V«  ■  W\iiv. 

v  *\*  <e^v 

LA.  sV  -«=•  C^sV 


^vA  V»  v\oaa.wnv 

V  \  \ 


.Icp  vV  ~'V 


o««v  u  ^  ' 

*  w  <«^v  " 

£3onJL  LvP  VH 

^  *•  ^ 

Ns_  *  ''" 


\  rv  \>t^V' 


V 


February  22,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Breasett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 

I  suggest  that  you  write  a  letter  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  content  if  it  meets  with  your  approval: 

"Eric  and  I  have  given  consideration  to  your  state¬ 
ment  that  a  ’public  acknowledgment  is  very  much 
in  order1  with  respect  to  the  comment  on  page 
107  of  ’The  Fantastic  180U  Dollar*  relating  to 
what  you  published.  We  both  believe  that  a  public 
airing  of  this  matter  will  not  be  advisable.  Ve 
hope  that,  upon  reconsidering  the  matter,  you  will 
also  agree. 

”1  had  no  prior  knowledge  of  the  content  of  Erie’s 
Atlanta  address  until  it  was  delivered  but  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  your  published 
comroert  that  its  argument  were  ’weak  and  incon¬ 
clusive’  and  ’far  from  conclusive'  were  somewhat 
uncorapliwen tary  to  him,  and  perhaps  unnecessary. 

"If  you  still  feel  that  you  want  a  public  statement 
on  behalf  of  Eric  or  myself  you  will  have  to  ask 
for  it  publicly  rather  than  by  private  letter  as 
neither  of  us  have  any  present  intention  of  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  the  aggressor  in  further  publicizing  this 
matter.  There  are  many  more  interesting  things 
to  vY  ich  we  or  you  can  devote  our  attention.'1 

»*•»»*»*«*«-**«»« 

Never  a  dull  moment! 


Sincerely, 


EFN/fttb 


ERIC  F.  NEWMAN 


<&%/  *sfyy>  ci 


/ 


120  BROADWAY 


GEORGE  FEANKEN THALER 


NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 


HENRY  KOHN 


RECTOR  2-6676 


February  25,  1963 


Eric  P.  Newman,  Esq. 

Edison  Brothers  Stores  Inc. 
400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 


Anne  and  I  tried  to  reach  you  last  night  by  tele¬ 


phone  but  you  were  not  in.  The  purpose  of  our  call  was 
simply  to  state  how  delighted  we  were  to  have  Linda  with 
us.  We  always  knew  she  was  a  great  gal  but  it  is  always  a 
pleasure  and  a  joy  to  observe  such  a  beautiful  and  civilized 
person  at  close  range. 


Secondly,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  book  on  the 


1804  dollar.  This  is  on  my  bed  table  and  I  am  dipping  into 
it  with  great  pleasure,  aware  of  the  endless  hours  that  you 
have  devoted  to  unraveling  the  mystery. 


I  am  planning  to  leave  New  York  at  3:20  P.M.  on 


American  Flight  87  FR  and  arriving  in  St.  Louis  at  5:49  P.M. 
I  see  no  reason  for  you  to  meet  me  at  the  airport  as  it 
should  be  no  trick  at  all  to  pick  up  a  cab  which  will  bring 
me  to  your  home . 


Sincerely 


HK:FB 


March  1,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bros  sett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Raei  r  e  ,Yi  i  scon  sin 

Dear  Kenny: 

Congratulations  on  the  really  nice  article 
written  by  Bill  Haggle  about  you.  Tou  are 
Horatio  Alger,  Jr.  These  who  were  born 
with  a  silver  spoon  in  their  meuth  have  a 
decided  disadvantage. 

Incidentally,  what  ere  the  American  Univer¬ 
sities  which  assigned  The  Fantastic"  as 
a  text  book  for  English  classes,  or  is  that 
humor? 


Sincerely , 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


March  5,  19 63 


Mr.  Charles  M.  Johnson 
35>21  Vista  Street 
Long  Beach  3,  California 

Hear  Charles: 

Your  very  kind  words  with  respect  to  "The 
Fantastic  l80h  Dollar”  are  sincerely  appre¬ 
ciated. 

Frankly,  I  have  never  enjoyed  writihg  a 
book  so  much  because  of  the  endless  amount 
of  information  which  had  to  be  analyzed 
in  oroer  to  reach  conclusions. 

I  particularly  appreciate  the  fact  that 
you  took  time  out  to  comment. 


Cordially, 


ERIC  P.  NEVMAF 


EPN/atb 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 

Chartered  by  Congress 

CHARLES  M.  JOHNSON,  Board  of  Governors 
3521  Vista  Street 
LONG  BEACH  3,  CALIFORNIA 

February  27 ,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
64-50  Cecil  Avenue 
St  Louis  5,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  from  cover  to  cover 
the  scholarly  work  on  ’’the  Fantastic  1804  Dollar”  in 
which  I  especially  enjoyed  the  background  material  on 
the  U.  S.  mint  and  its  operation. 

I  sincerely  believe  this  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  informative  works  published  in  the 
area  of  U.  S.  numismatic  literature  and  that  it  is 
destined  to  become  an  outstanding  classic. 

Thus,  I  am  writing  to  you  as  one  of  the  principal 
contributors  to  tell  you  how  much  I  h^.ve  enjoyed  it. 
Please  include  me  in  your  fan  club,  not  only  for  this 
achievement,  but  also  for  the  other  works  of  lasting 
interest  which  you  have  produced. 

Kindest  personal  regards  and  best  wishes.  Please 
keep  up  your  good  work. 


arLe-s-  M— ■  Jphnson 


March  13,  1963 


Mr.  Abe  Kosoff 
P.  0.  Box  456 
Encino,  California 

Dear  Abe: 

Eric  and  I  have  been  in  correspondence  over  the  situation 
concerning  mention  of  you  on  page  107  of  the  Fantastic 
1804  Dollar  book. 

We  both  respect  your  feelings  about  this  matter  but  are  in 
agreement  that  we  would  not  like  to  have  a  public  airing 
of  this  matter.  We  certainly  would  not  wish  to  have  any 
mud-slinging  connected  with  any  of  the  parties  involved  and 
do  not  feel  that  our  personal  differences  of  opinion  should 
be  forced  upon  the  general  public. 

I  am  not  certain  exactly  what  you  had  in  mind  in  the  way  of 
satisfaction,  but  I  do  not  believe  you  should  want  it  in  the 
way  of  controversial  letters  published  in  Coin  World  in  the 
manner  that  some  people  have  been  conducting  themselves 
recently. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  I  had  no  prior  knowledge  of 
the  contents  of  Eric's  Atlanta  address  until  it  was  delivered, 
and  I  felt  that  your  comment  that  Eric's  arguments  were  "weak 
and  inconclusive"  and  "far  from  conclusive"  were  somewhat 
uncomplimentary  to  him,  unnecessary  and,  in  fact,  quite  blind 
to  the  truth.  His  arguments  were,  in  fact,  based  on  very  sound 
numismatic  evidence. 


-2- 


If  you  feel  that  the  Ostheimer  coins  should  be  debated  further, 
then  perhaps  you  would  be  willing  to  write  an  article  con¬ 
taining  your  views  and  have  it  published  so  that  Eric  could 
make  a  public  rebuttal  citing  that  this  was  not  properly 
explained  in  the  book. 

It  is  difficult  to  discuss  this  matter  by  mail.  Perhaps  I 
will  see  you  at  the  Central  States  Convention  in  Chicago  next 
month  and  we  can  have  a  nice  long  talk. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


KEB: jam 


Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 


March  26,  1963 


Mr.  Robert  Goldberg 
Goldway  Shoe  Corp. 

105*  Rantoul  St,, 

Beverly,  Mass, 

Dear  Bob: 

You  will  re  meaner  that  I  sent  you  soae  arti¬ 
ficial  material  to  stamp  with  a  name  if  you 
could  conveniently  do  so.  If  it  is  incon¬ 
venient,  pie  a  3a  do  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

Kindest  regards. 


Sincerely  you: 5, 


ERIC  P.  NF.YIMA*! 


EPtf/atb 


1 V  6  3 


March  ?9, 


Mr.  k.  H*  Greaser 
He  3 s  Brothers 
Allentown,  Panna. 

De.br  1r.  Greaser: 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  comments  with  respect  to 
my  book  which  Bernard  sent.  I  hope  that  you 
still  feel  the  sane  way  if‘  and  when  you  read  it* 

The  quality  of  the  workmanship  is  a  tribute  to 
Whitman  Publishing  Company  which  i a,  as  you  may 
know,  the  large  publishing  division  of  the 
V.esterr.  Printing  and  Lithographing  Company*  A 
particular  effort  was  marie  to  reproduce  the 
photographs  with  clarity  and  to  give  the  book 
an  appealing  appearance.  I  have  never  had 
anything  privately  printed  ana  I  find  that  pub¬ 
lishers  are  very  proud  of  a  nice  looking  item. 

I  am  hooeful  that  the  mutually  beneficial  re¬ 
lationship  between  Hess’s  and  Edison  Brothers 
will  continue  long  into  the  future  and  that  in 
the  course  of  it  I  will  h<*v<-  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  you. 

Goraiallj  yours. 


ERIC  r.  NEVki* h 


Ef  / atb 


be 

Mr.  .Bernard  -ulaon 


ALLENTOWN.  PA. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF 


Executive  Vice  President 


Eric  P.  Newman,  Secretary 
Edison  Brothers  Stores,  Inc. 

400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Mr.  Newman: 

Mr.  Bernard  Edison  spoke  of  you  recently  and  the  problems  you 
recently  had  in  finding  facts,  presenting  them  in  a  clear  cut 
fashion  and  I  am  quite  happy  to  have  the  book  which  you  so  kindly 
autographed  and  which  Mr.  Edison  mailed. 

Having  only  arrived  this  morning  I  have  not  had  time  to  digest 
it  thoroughly,  but  am  planning  on  doing  so  when  I  am  a  bit  more 
relaxed,  because  it  is  an  interesting  subject,  interestingly 
presented  and  seemingly  well  documented.  The  book,  by  the  way, 
is  done  so  well  it  seems  to  be  privately  printed.  The  cover,  the 
quality  of  the  paper  and  the  binding  will,  I  am  sure,  permit  a 
long  life  and  many  reviews.  My  attention  was  particularly  called 
to  this  after  observing  the  last  paragraph  on  page  99,  the  many 
interesting  facts  and  pictures  and  possibly  above  all,  the  stamping 
of  the  name  on  the  cover.  The  effect  on  the  lettering  on  the  cover 
seemed  to  have  what  I  believe  you  call  a  reeded  edge  and  this  seems 
to  have  been  done  in  the  same  manner  that  Edison  Brothers  and 
certainly  yourself,  from  the  evidence  in  my  possession,  do  things. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness,  I  am, 


Very  truly  yours, 


HESS  BROTHERS 


p.  H.  Greaser 


March  25,  1963 

PHGrjnb 


Mr.  Howard  Lotsof 
57  E.  Central  Ave . 
Bersenfield.  N.  J. 


Cpin  'World 
Sidney,  Ohio 

To  the  Editor, 


For  the  past  few  months  Coin  World  has  been  full  of  letters 
criticizing  the  dealers  who  make  restrikes  from  old  dies  and  sell 
them  for  a  big  profit. 

modern 

In  defense  of  them,  it  can  be  said  that  these  restrikes  are 
always  advertised  as  restrikes.  Nobody  can  be  foolwd. 

I  have  just  looked  at  an  auction  catalogue  put  out  by  one  of 
the  largest  dealers  in  the  country.  In  it  there  is  an  1804  silver 
dollar  —  a  restrike.  Nowhere  in  the  dealer's  5-page  description 
is  it  mentioned  that  the  coin  is  a  restrike.  Nowhere  is  it  mentioned 
that  the  coin  was  struck  about  40  to  50  years  after  it  was  dated. 

If  the  TAMS  is  so  anxious  to  keep  the  collector  well-informed  and 
to  curia  undesirable  practices,  why  wasn't  pressure  put  on  this  dealer 
to  play  the  game  fxxiy  fairly?  Or  are  the  larger  dealers  "immune" 
from  pressure? 


Your’s  Truely, 


Howard  Lotsof 


8226  Dorchester  Street 
Spring  Valley,  Calif. 
April  16,  1965 


Mr  Eric  P.  Newman 
Attorney  at  Law 
400  Wa  s’nington  Ave. 

St.  Louis  2,  Moo 

Dear  Mr.  Newman, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  20,  1 963*  In  accordance  with 
your  suggestion  that  I  present  the  TAMS  Cods  of  Ethies  for  the  approval 

of  the  club.  sC -  I  presented  the  TAMS  Code  of  Ethics  to  the 

La  Mesa  Numismatic  Society  at  our  regular  meeting  on  April  1 5,  19^3 
after  some  discussion  the  motion  was  made  as  follows;  The  SMM3C#  La 
Mesa  Numismatic  Society  accepts  the  TAMS  Code  of  Ethies  with  the 
exception  of  Section  V  which  allows  for  certain  old  restrikes  and  copies 
of  the  18th  and  19th  Century  to  be  considered  acceptable.  This  Society 
believes  that  a  restrike  is  a  restrike  and  that  all  should  be  banned  in 
the  Code.  This  motion  was  passed  unanimously. 

For  your  background  history  on  this  club  Russ  Rulau  was  President 
two  years  ago  and  he  pretty  well  brainebashed  us  on  replicas  and  restrikes. 
At  that  time  the  La  Mesa  group  voted  to  advise  the  San  Diego  Inter-club 
Council  that  we  were  opposed  to  all  copies  etc.  The  Inter-club  took  a 
s'1  and  V.it  it  was  not  toefirm  and  hedged  to  a  large  extent.  I  can  find 
out  the  exact  action  if  you  are  interested.  Probably  Rulau  can  tell  you 
if  you  abk  him.  He  was  in  the  middle  of  it.(ncherly)  The  above  motion 
is  pretty  roughs  on  all  the  boys  with  the  old  restrikes,  but  since  most 
of  us  do  not  own  any  or  ever  expect  to  own  any  we  can  afford  to  be  real 
righteous. 

The  International  Numismatic  Society  of  San  Diego  was  founded  in 
July  of  1962  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  article  VII  of  the  enclosed 
constitution  pretty  well  covers  the  subject  and  should  not  need  any 
further  explanation.  I  notice  that  we  have  not  covered  the  advertising 
angle  so  will  have  to  bri  thj  t  up  for  amending  the  Section.  This  club 
puts  out  an  l,INTERCOIN,,that  wa  are  very  proud  to  show  around. 

I  have  read  yo  r  book  on  the  1804  Dollar  and  have  found  it  a  very 
masterful  coverage  of  the  subject  and  presented  in  a  very  interesting 
manner.  It  is  a  fine  piece  of  Numismatic  research,  and  I  am  sure  that 
you  and  Mr.  Bressett  are  justifibly  proud  of  it. 

If  you  want  the  above  motion  on  La  Mesa  letter  head  paper  or  any 
thing  further  that  I  can  do  to  aid  in  this  restrike  business  pleas  let 
me  know,  scuse  the  typing. 


Sincerely, 


8226  Dorchester  Street 
Spring  Valley,  Calif. 
April  16,  1 96? 


Mr  Eric  P.  Newman 
Attorney  at  Law 
400  Washington  Ave. 

St.  Louis  2,  Mo. 

Dear  Mr.  Newman, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  20,  196^«  In  accordance  with 
your  suggestion  that  I  present  the  TAMS  Cods  of  Ethies  for  the  approval 

of  the  club.  sO -  I  presented  the  TAMS  Code  of  Ethics  to  the 

La  Mesa  Numismatic  Society  at  our  regular  meeting  on  April  15>  196^ 
after  some  discussion  the  motion  was  made  as  follows;  The  La 

Mesa  Numismatic  Society  accepts  the  TAMS  Code  of  Ethics  with  the 
exception  of  Section  V  which  allows  for  certain  old  restrikes  and  copies 
of  the  18th  and  19th  Century  to  be  considered  acceptable.  This  Society 
believes  that  a  restrike  is  a  restrike  and  that  all  should  be  banned  in 
the  Code.  This  motion  was  passed  unanimously. 

For  your  background  history  on  this  club  Russ  Rulau  was  President 
two  years  ago  and  he  pretty  well  braineWashed  us  on  replicas  and  restrikes. 
At  that  time  the  La  Mesa  group  voted  to  advise  the  San  Diego  Inter-club 
Council  that  we  were  opposed  to  all  copies  etc.  The  Inter-club  took  a 
stand  but  it  was  not  too  firm  and  hedged  to  a  large  extent.  I  can  find 
out  the  exact  action  if  you  are  interested.  Probably  Rulau  can  tell  you 
if  you  akk  him.  He  was  in  the  middle  of  it.(nc’nerly)  The  above  motion 
is  pretty  roughs  on  all  the  boys  with  the  old  restrikes,  but  since  most 
of  us  do  not  own  any  or  ever  expect  to  own  any  we  can  afford  to  be  real 
righteous. 

The  International  Numismatic  Society  of  San  Diego  was  founded  in 
July  of  1962  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  article  VII  of  the  enclosed 
constitution  pretty  well  covers  the  subject  and  should  not  need  any 
further  explanation.  I  notice  that  we  have  not  covered  the  advertising 
angle  so  will  have  to  bring  that  up  for  amending  the  Section.  This  club 
puts  out  an  " INTERCOIN1' that  wa  are  very  proud  to  show  around. 

I  have  read  your  book  on  the  1804  Dollar  and  have  found  it  a  very 
masterful  coverage  of  the  subject  and  presented  in  a  very  interesting 
manner.  It  is  a  fine  piece  of  Numismatic  research,  and  I  am  sure  that 
you  and  Mr.  Bressett  are  justifibly  proud  of  it. 

If  you  want  the  above  motion  on  La  Mesa  letter  head  paper  or  any 
thing  further  that  I  can  do  to  aid  in  this  restrike  business  pleas  let 
me  know,  scuse  the  typing. 


Edw.  P.  3eals 


Sincerely, 


April  16,  1963 


nr  m  Eonneih  idreaii«tt 
Vbitaan  Publishing  Co;i;>any 
1220  Hound  Avenue 
iacine,  1 iseonsia 

fc©ar  Sens 

Abe  iosoff  and  X  have  been  eo  responding  like  old 
tiaea  so  please  do  not  apologise  or  even  bring  up 
the  irritating  matters,  unless  he  does,  and  then 
don’t  apologias* 

Abe  wants  me  to  oor&e  >  to  the  Central  Tfcates  met¬ 
ing  os  the  a  Abies  a*  tier  and  I  ai  thinking  it  over* 
Apparently  PUO  is  os  toe  spot  to  do  so** thing  about 
it  and  Arte  re  subatan Alai  disagreement  among  them* 

I  noticed  tee  proaiaen  t  ad  on  The  Fantastic  and 
X  an  sorry  that  the  text  of  the  ad  waj  not  changed* 
It  would  s®  3  a  to  me  -hat  you  ought  to  put  eoas 
of  the  eomaents  re  eel  eU  in  the  &d  rather  than  the 
saue  routine*  It  is  rafci-o.*  timely  la  /lea  of  the 
Wolf  son  sale,  however*  -  *•>  hap  3  the  cai -eats  about 
the  book  would  be  a  little  isutodesi,  eoniug  fro* 
eh it nan  Publishing  Company,  but  it  la  not  often 
that  a  cueis** tie  book  gets  11  rave”  no Aloes* 

Bine© rely  yours. 


B«IC  P*  »£"«MA  M 


I.  rN/stb 


April  16,  1963 


Sr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Hound  Avenue 
Hacine,  Wisconsin 

Pear  Ken* 

Abe  Koscff  and  I  have  been  corresponding  like  old 
times  so  please  do  not  apologize  or  even  bring  up 
the  irritating  matters,  unless  he  does,  and  then 
don’t  apologize. 

Abe  wants  me  to  com*  up  to  the  Central  States  me t- 
ing  on  the  ethics  matter  and  I  am  thinking  it  over* 
Apparently  PHG  is  on  the  spot  to  do  something  about 
it  and  there  is  substantial  disagreement  among  them. 

£  noticed  the  prominent  ad  on  the  Fantastic  and 
I  am  sorry  that  the  text  of  the  ad  was  not  changed. 
It  would  sees  to  me  that  you  ought  to  put  some 
of  the  comments  received  in  the  ad  rather  than  the 
sane  routine.  It  is  rather  timely  in  view  of  the 
Wolf son  sale,  however.  Perhaps  the  com  ents  about 
the  book  would  be  a  little  immodest,  coming  from 
Whitman  Publishing  Company,  but  it  5a  not  often 
that  a  numismatic  book  get*  “rave”  notices. 


Sincerely  your  a. 


ERIC  ?.  *IWMAK 


EP  :/atb 


April  16,  1963 


Sr*  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whit ci^n  Publishing  Company 
1220  Hound  Avenue 
a  cine,,  fc  tec  on  s  in 

Be  far  Ken? 

Abe  Xosoff  end  I  have  been  corresponding  like  old 
times  so  pleas*  do  not  apologize  or  even  bring  up 
the  irritating  sic  tiers,  unless  he  does,  and  then 
don  *  t  apologise* 

Abe  wants  *i«  to  cone  up  to  the  Central  Abates  seat¬ 
ing  on  the  ethics  -.tatter  and  I  art  thinking  it  over • 
Apparently  PMG  is  on  the  spot  to  do  something  about 
i  t  < 

I  noticed  the  ??osii}«Bt  ad  on  The  fantastic  and 
I  an  sorry  that  the  text  ox’  the  ad  ws  not  cuanged* 
It  would  sees  to  me  that  you  ought  to  put  8^*** 
of  the  seamen  t#  recoiled  in  the  so  rather  than  the 
sasie  rsutl  «*  It  is  rather  timely  In  view  of  the 
Wolf  son  sale,  however*  Perhaps  the  eosa  enfcs  about 
tie  book  would  be  a  little  immodest,  cosing  from 
Whitman  Publishing  Company,  but  it  1®  not  often 
that  a  nual ss& tie  book  gets  ‘‘rave*  aetiOfl* 

Sincerely  yours. 


' rh/atb 


WHITMAN 


PUBLISHING 


Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 


COMPANY 


1220  MOUND  AVENUE 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


March  12,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Avenue 
St.  Louis  5*  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

I  have  been  at  home  sick  for  the  last  two  weeks  and  have 
neglected  all  correspondence.  This  will  acknowledge  your 
last  two  letters,  and  although  I  have  not  yet  written  to 
Abe,  I  will  try  and  do  so  today.  I  will  follow  the  general 
idea  of  your  suggested  letter  but  perhaps  not  word  for  word. 

The  article  by  Bill  Higgie  was  very  flattering.  Good 
publicity,  I  guess,  but  a  little  bit  away  from  the  norm 
for  me.  I  guess  there  was  some  advantage  in  my  particular 
background.  I  have  known  persons  who  were  born  with  silver 
spoons  in  their  mouths  and  haven’t  stirred  since! 

The  comment  about  the  Fantastic  book  being  used  in  univer¬ 
sities  was  grossly  overstated.  It  all  stems  from  the  letter 
written  by  Bob  Obojski,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  You 
can  see  there  is  a  spark  of  truth  in  it  after  all. 


Sincerely 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Ken  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 


KEB: jam 


Mr.  Abe  Kos off 
P.  0.  Box  4 56 
Encino,  California 

Dear  Abe: 

Eric  and  I  have  been  in  correspondence  over  the  situation 
concerning  mention  of  you  on  page  107  of  the  Fantastic 
l804  Dollar  book. 

We  both  respect  your  feelings  about  this  matter  but  are  in 
agreement  that  we  would  not  like  to  have  a  public  airing 
of  this  matter.  We  certainly  would  not  wish  to  have  any 
mud-slinging  connected  with  any  of  the  parties  involved  and 
do  not  feel  that  our  personal  differences  of  opinion  should 
be  forced  upon  the  general  public. 

I  am  not  certain  exactly  what  yox-i  had  in  mind  in  the  way  of 
satisfaction,  but  1  do  not  believe  you  should  want  it  in  the 
way  of  controversial  letters  published  in  Coin  World  in  the 
manner  that  some  people  have  been  conducting  themselves 
recently. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  I  had  no  prior  knowledge  of 
the  contents  of  Eric's  Atlanta  address  until  it  was  delivered, 
and  I  felt  that  your  comment  that  Eric's  arguments  were  "weak 
and  inconclusive"  and  "far  from  conclusive"  were  somewhat 
uncomplimentary  to  him,  unnecessary  and,  in  fact,  quite  blind 
to  the  truth,  ills  arguments  were,  in  fact,  based  on  very  sound 
numismatic  evidence. 


-2- 


If  you  feel  that  the  Ostheimer  coins  should  be  debated  further, 
then  perhaps  you  would  be  willing  to  write  an  article  con-^ 
taining  your  views  and  have  it  published  so  that  Eric  could 
make  a  public  rebuttal  citing  that  this  was  not  properly 
explained  in  the  book. 

It  is  difficult  to  discuss  this  matter  by  mail.  Perhaps  I 
will  see  you  at  the  Central  States  Convention  in  Chicago  next 
month  and  we  can  have  a  nice  long  talk. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Kenneth  E.  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 


KEB: jam 


R.  KOSOFf,  Inc. 


HATE  4- 


•  P.O.  BOX  4  5  6  • 


5005  • 


M  'ch  18,  iso j 

Mr.  Kenneth  E.  Bresset 
Whitman  Publishing  Co. 
122  0  Mound 
Racine,  Wisconsin 


CABLE  AKOINENCAl,  LOS  ANGELES 


Dear  Ken 

I  have  your  letter  of  March  13th.  You  are  certainly  right  --  I  am  not 


not  want  me  to  pat  somebody  on  the  la  k  fer  p  thing  whlcr  I  do  not 

be  1  lev  i  they  have  a cc  r.ip]  hed. 

Turther  than  that  the  procedure  nee  nsary  for  ::  J&lic*ti  i  of  the  book 

arguments  that  more  evidence  is  hjcund  ru  _ 

But  the  simple  fact  that  you  are  quoting  sonc*  of  these  things  is  indicative 
cf  'he  fact  that  I  have  taken  a  stand.  New  I  am  nc’  sluing  about  the 
merits  of  the  stand  because  that  still  remains  a  difference  cf  opinioji.  I 
am  simply  making  the  point  and  you  are  making  it  for  me  i he 1 1  did  take  a 
stand  whereas  your  book  indicate*  that  1  did  rot  wish  to  tak*;>a  stand.  It's 
63  s;mple  as  that- 

I  think  perhaps  we  can  have  a  littie  talx  ir  Chicago  next  mor  th  and  1  an; 
jz  that  you  have  no  intentions  of  doing  anyth,  g  damaging  to  me  and 
v  the  same  token,  you  rr.ust  be  equally  c-rtain  at  I  have  no  Such  in- 
t  .orv  on  my  part.  With  best  wtsl 


American  Ntmiwitic  An  n.,  Anerc  or.  Nu.nitmc  tic  Svaetf,  etc 


M,rch  22,  1963 


Thanks  for  a  copy  of 
Kosoff's  recent  letter.  What 
the  Zerbe  pieces  have  to  do  with 
the  Spink  announcement,  I  do  not 
know. 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  REMAN 


Vo.- 

Eric  P.  Newman 

400  Washington  Avenue 

St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Coin®$  World 

THE  WEEKLY  NEWSPAPER^Of^THE  ENTIRE  NUMISMATIC  FIELD 

SIDNEY  NEWS  BUILDING 

SIDNEY,  OHIO 

SUBJECT 

Letter  from  Howard  Lotsof 

DATE 

Apr.  16,  1963 

Dear  Eric, 

I'm  forwarding  this  letter  to  you  for  reply.  For  editorial  reasons, 
the  letter  won’t  be  printed  in  Coin  World  as  such. 

I’m  pretty  sure  the  writer  is  referring  to  the  sale  of  the  Wolfson 
silver  and  copper  coming  up  in  New  York  early  in  May  and  catalogued 
by  Stacks.  Of  course,  he  doesn’t  say,  so  it  cannot  be  a  certainty. 
The  Wolfson  copy  is  the  Davis  so-called  original, 

I’d  appreciate  a  copy  of  your  reply  for  information. 

Cordially, 


Russ 


r 


April  18,  1963 


Mr*  Howard  Lotsof 
57  It  Central  Avenue 
Bergenficld,  Hew  Jersey 

Dear  Hr.  Let so ft 

Coin  or Id  baa  asked  me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  U, 

1963* 

First,  I  wish  they  would  publish  it  but  they  do  not  plan  to  do 
so.  Perhaps  they  might  suggest  some  way  for  you  to  rewrite  it. 

The  Davis  180U  Dollar  was  written  up  in  a  somewhat  similar 
fashion  when  it  was  offered  for  sale  in  195k  and  in  I960,  the 
date  when  the  coin  was  struck  and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  Class 
III  Dollar  (a  so-called  re  strike)  were  not  mentioned,  &s  you 
know.  In  the  write-up  the  1878  letter  of  William  B.  DuBois  is 
permitted  to  speak  for  itself.  That  letter,  as  I  see  it,  is 
deliberately  evasive  in  part  and  in  error  Jn  another  part. 

The  evasiveness  was  pointed  out  in  “The  Fantastic  180li  Dollar" 

(page  96)  as  to  DuBoic*  use  of  the  words  "original  issue". 

The  letter  admits  that  DuBois  knew  that  one  lSOit  Dollar 
in  the  Mint  Cabinet  was  a  restrike  end  the  other  was  not. 

He,  apparently,  was  uninformed  that  the  reverse  of  the  Davis 
dollar  was  the  same  die  as  the  re  strike  and  different  from 
the  reverse  of  what  he  calls  the  original  issue.  To  be  chari¬ 
table,  we  could  say  that  he  based  his  opinion  upon  the  fact 
that  the  restrike  he  had  in  the  $•  S.Cabinet  had  a  plain  edge 
and  the  so-called  original  issue  had  a  lettered  edge. 

The  TAMS  Committee  is  not  attempting  to  enforce  rules  against 
anyone.  The  TA?iS  Committee  wants  the  various  numismatic 
associations,  societies,  and  publications  to  adopt  the  Coo© 
so  that  these  organizations  can  act  to  protect  their  member¬ 
ship.  The  Code  specifically  exempts  items  produced  at  an 
official  Mint  because  of  the  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
restrikes  from  originals  in  some  coins  and  patterns.  The 
Code  is  not  Intended  to  police  auctions  or  dealers,  except 
to  stop  sales  of  banned  items. 

lou  are  justified  in  criticising  the  write-up  of  the  l8oU  Dollar 
and  I  hope  you  can  get  your  thoughts  published  somewhere.  Persevere. 

Sincerely  yours. 


KPS/etb 


SBX6  s .SBWMAI 


April  18,  1963 


Hr.  Howard  Lotsof 
57  £•  Central  Avenue 
Bergenfield,  Hew  Jersey 

Dear  Hr.  lotsof  $ 

Coin  world  hae  asked  we  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  ii, 

1963. 

First,  I  wish  they  would  publish  it  but  they  do  sot  plan  to  do 
so.  Perhaps  they  might  suggest  come  way  for  you  to  rewrite  it. 

The  Davis  l80h  Dollar  wae  written  up  in  a  somewhat  similar 
fashion  when  it  was  offered  for  sale  in  195k  and  in  I960.  The 
date  when  the  coin  was  struck  anc  the  fact  that  it  is  a  Class 
III  Dollar  (a  so-called  rcstrike)  were  not  mentioned,  as  you 
know.  In  the  write-up  the  18?8  letter  of  William  E •  DuBois  is 
permittee  to  speak  for  itself.  That  letter,  as  I  see  it,  is 
deliberately  evasive  in  part  ard  In  error  in  another  part. 

The  evasiveness  was  pointed  out  in  "the  Fantastic  1806  foliar" 

(page  96)  as  to  DuBois*  use  of  the  words  “original  issue". 

The  letter  admits  that  DuBois  knew  that  one  )80ii  foliar 
in  the  Mint  Cabinet  wee  a  restrike  and  the  ether  vas  rot. 

He,  apparently,  vas  tmieformer  that  the  reverse  of  the  Tavie 
dollar  re  a  the  seme  die  as  the  re  strike  and  different  from 
the  reverse  of  what  he  calls  the  original  issue.  To  be  chari¬ 
table,  we  could  say  that  he  based  his  opinion  upon  the  fact 
that  the  restrike  he  had  in  the  V .  S.Cabinet,  had  a  plain  edge 
and  the  so-called  original  issue  had  a  lettered  edge. 

The  TAMS  Committee  is  not  attempting  to  enforce  rules  against 
anyone.  The  TA '15  Committee  warts  the  various  numismatic 
associations,  societies,  and  publications  to  adopt  the  Code 
so  that  these  organizations  can  act  to  protect  their  member¬ 
ship.  The  Code  specifically  exempts  items  produced  at  an 
official  Mint  because  of  the  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
restrikes  fro©  originals  in  some  coins  and  patterns.  The 
Code  is  not  intended  to  police  auctions  or  dealers,  except 
to  stop  sales  of  banned  items. 

lou  are  justified  in  criticising  the  write-up  of  the  l80ii  Dollar 
and  I  hope  you  can  get  your  thoughts  published  somewhere.  Persevere. 

Sincerely  yours. 


E?S/atb 


■  RIC  P .NEWMAN 


Hay  1?,  1963 


Hr. Sara  beracff 

C/o  Evangeline  Shoe  Company 
1?0  Lincoln  Street 
Manchester,  Hampshire 

Dear  Sara: 

As  long  as  you  are  going  to  be  in  the  Evangeline 
factory,  I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would 
follow  up  on  request  to  have  the  words  'THE 

FANTASTIC  l80i*  DOLLAR  stamped, in  silver,  in  or.e 
line,  on  some  artificial  fabric  which  I  gave  to 
Bob  for  the  purpose. 

If  it  can  be  taken  care  of  without  complication, 
would  you  give  it  a  nudge.  If  it  is  creating 
complications,  merely  have  them  return  the  material 
as  it  is  the  only  material  I  have. 

I  will  appreciate  your  helpfulness. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWKAN 


EPR/atb 


May  21,  1963 


Dear  Ken, 

I  notice  Barford  makes  a  big 
point  that  Stickney  could  have 
taken  the  train  instead  of  the 
stagecoach  from  New  York  to 
Philadelphia.  Perhaps  he  rode  a 
horse  1 

We  all  need  laughs  and  I 
think  this  entitles  us  to  one. 

Sincerely, 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


May  21,  1963 


Dear  Margo, 

At  the  Metropolitan  Conven¬ 
tion,  Harold  Bareford  gave  a 
talk  on  the  180U  dollar.  You 
published  two  other  talks  from 
the  educational  series  and  I 
wonder  if  you  have  a  copy  of  his 
talk. 


Thanks . 


Sincerely, 


From  the  desk  of 
ERIC  P.  NEMAN 


THE  WEEKLY  NEWSPAPER 


SIDNEY  NEWS  BUILDING 


World 


THE  ENTIRE  NUMISMATIC  FIELD 


SIDNEY,  OHIO 


May  2k,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
Edison  Bros.  Stores,  Inc. 

400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric, 

Here  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bareford’s  letter  to  me.  We  tried 
every  which  way  to  get  his  speech,  but  as  you  can  see,  he 
refused  us.  Unfortunately,  we  did  not  have  our  fancy  new 
tape  recorder  in  New  York,  or  we  would  at  least  have  had  it 
on  tape.  We  have  this  privilege  when  anyone  makes  a  talk, 
because  it  is  a  matter  of  public  record.  At  least,  that  is 
our  fourth  estate  in-  pre sen t-auti-o-n 

I h  JG  *  f>*~e7sCT . 

We  are  sorry  to  disappoint  you.  We  have  a  follow-up 
letter  to  Mr.  Bareford  asking  that  he  share  his  material  with 
us  at  some  time  in  the  future.  Next  time,  we  will  be  armed 
transitionally.  (Our  new  tape  recorder  is  a  small,  compact 
job  which  is  a  battery  operated  transistor  outfit.) 

We  are  also  investing  in  some  terrific  recording  tele¬ 
phones  which  should  help  us  in  our  job  of  covering  this 
wonderful  world  of  numismatics. 


Sincerely , 
£OIN  WORLD 

Margo  Russe 
Executive 


(Mrs.  Marion) 
tor 


dmr 


Enc. 


COUNSELLOR  AT  LAW 


C  EAST  43™  STREET  •  NEW  YORK  17,  N  Y 


.  /Lrrt+y  7  7/20 

May  10th,  .1963. 


Mr  a  Margo  Russell 
The  Coin  World 
Sidney  News  Bull  dir* 
Sidney,  Ohio. 


Dear  Mrs.  Russell: 


1  have  your  very  nice  telegram  of  yesterday  in  ref¬ 


erence  to  the  manuscript  of  my  talk  at  the  New  York  Metro¬ 
politan  Numismatic  Convention. 


Naturally,  I  am  flattered;  but  as  I  told  your 


Mr.  Amos  at  the  Convention,  ray  talk  is  not  yet  ready  for 
publication.  1  am  continuing  my  research  and  I  expect  to 
have  more  to  add  to  it  later.  Likewise,  the  manuscript 
which  I  used  at  the  Convention  did  not  include  copies  of 
documents  in  my  possession  which  would  be  a  proper  part  of 
any  publication. 

I  am  sorry  that  1  cannot  accede  to  your  request,  but 
I  am  sure  that  you  will  understand  that  I  would  not  want  a 
more  pretentious  effort  to  be  spoiled  by  a  premature  release 
of  the  manuscript  or  my  talk.  I  have  told  other  publications 
that  my  cal  lit  was  not  available  for  publication  at  this  time, 
and  that  I  could  not  authorize  it. 

Perhaps  later  on,  when  I  am  adequately  prepared,  we 
may  talk  about  it  further. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Harold  S.  Bareford 


May  28,  1963 


Mr.  Edward  R.  Barnsley 
111  South  State  Street 
Newtown,  Penna. 

Dear  Neds 

In  this  world  of  ego-maniacs  one  sometimes  does 
not  judge  matters  properly.  The  Fantastic  I80I1 
was  supposed  to  be  sent  to  you  from  both  of  us 
and  I  note  in  KPn’s  October  1,  1962  letter  that  he 
refers  to  it  as  "his”  book.  In  the  Preface  it  is 
specifically  stated  who  wrote  the  book,  however, 
your  nice  remarks  to  Ken  in  your  letter  of  December  U 
and  KPn * s  reply  in  his  letter  of  December  10  are  most 
appreciated  by  me.  Ken  and  I  have  never  had  an  argu¬ 
ment.  The  fact  that  he  might  have  begun  on  the  180U 
matter  before  I  did  is  one  point.  The  fact  that  I 
put  in  25  times  as  much  work  as  he  did  is  another. 

As  you  know,  I  was  just  casually  interested  in  the 
subject  until  I  had  to  give  a  talk  at  the  A.N.A. 
Convention,  in  1961,  and  needed  a  topic  which  would 
be  popular.  Thus,  in  my  work  on  the  Zerbe  pieces 
I  found  I  had  a  tiger  by  the  tail* 

I  can  now  understand  why  I  never  heard  from  you  on 
the  book.  Actually,  I  was  in  Tunis  on  October  1, 

1962. 

I  am  returning  your  correspondence,  as  you  suggested. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC  P. NEWMAN 


June  27,  1963 


Mr*  Paul  Cunningham 
1713  Jessie  Avenue 
Fort  ayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr*  Cunningham: 

I  have  photocopied  and  return  herewith  your  term 
paper*  Even  though  it  was  written  in  April,  1963, 
you  apparently  were  not  familiar  with  the  book 
entitled,  "The  Fantastic  1301*  Dollar,"  which  was 
published  in  October,  1962  and  which  was  published 
by  the  hitman  Publishing  Company*  Perhaps  it  is 
well  that  you  did  not  have  the  book  available  or 
else  you  would  not  have  found  your  research  as 
enjoyable* 

Please  don*i  be  embarrassed  because  certain  of 
the  conclusions  which  you  reached  were  not  in 
accordance  with  the  conclusions  of  our  book.  Tou 
tackled  the  most  complex  subject  in  numismatics 
and  I  certainly  admire  you  for  it. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


SPNiak 

Enclosure 

P.  S.  The  cover  damage  was  caused  by  your  masking  tape. 


June  27,  1963 


/ 


Mr.  Paul  Cunningham 
1718  Jessie  Avenue 
Port  ayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Cunningham: 

I  have  photocopied  and  return  herewith  your  term 
paper.  Even  though  it  was  written  in  April,  1963, 
you  apparently  were  not  familiar  with  the  book 
entitled,  ”The  Fantastic  I8OI4  Dollar,”  which  was 
published  in  October,  1962  and  which  was  published 
by  the  Whitman  Publishing  Company.  Perhaps  it  is 
well  that  you  did  not  have  the  book  available  or 
else  you  would  not  have  found  your  research  sa 
enjoyable. 

Please  don’t  be  embarrassed  because  certain  of 
the  conclusions  which  you  reached  were  not  in 
accordance  with  the  conclusions  of  our  book.  Tou 
tackled  the  most  complex  subject  in  numismatics 
and  I  certainly  admire  you  for  it. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


KPN Jak 
Enclosure 

P.  S.  The  cover  damage  was  caused  by  your  masking  tape. 


CPaui  dunnLncjfiam. 

171S  Cls.L5.Ls.  crj-vs. 

Cdt.  ni'auns,  Ond. 

June  26,  19' 3 

r.  Eric  .  rew.ian 
400  ashinrton  Avenue 
Edison  Brothers  Store,  Inc. 

St.  Louis  2,  ho. 

Deer  sir: 

I  was  very  pleased  to  receive 
your  letter  of  earlier. 

Since  you  do  show  sore  interest 
in  your  letter,  I  will  let  yon  see  the  pa- 
p  :  h  1c  'ness  in  my  heart.  Just  know¬ 

ing  that  you  have  roc  :'  tl  e  paper  will 
reward  me  suffi  iently  for  coin-  it. 

You  mentioned  having  a  con;'  r :  e 
for  3^ou.  I  have  no  access  at  all  to  a 
coy  in  g  machine,  so  I  -111  send  the  paper 
to  ;"Ou  in  its  original  form.  You  nay  copy 


2 


■the  paner,  in  vrl  ole  or  in  part. 

"ncl-ser’  is  money  for  return 


. 


Tlv  ■  k  you  for  your  interest.  I 
hope  you  find  somethin r  nevr  anc1  usable  in 


my  paper. 


Sincerely, 


Pa n  1 1  Gunnin ghan 


June  2li,  1963 


Mr*  Paul  Cunningham 
1718  Jessie  Avenue 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Cunningham: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  you  wrote  your  term 
paper  on  the  l80i*  Dollar,  I  am,  naturally, 
interested  as  to  whether  you  draw  any  new  con¬ 
clusions  or  found  any  new  facts  which  were 
not  cove  rr  d  in  the  book  "  The  Fantastic  1 C  C 1; 
Dollar" . 

I  assume  you  have  already  turrit c.  it  in  and 
received  a  very  nice  grade  in  your  Mulish 
course.  It  certainly  is  an  exciting  subject. 

Why  don’t  you  ha\t  a  Xerox  copy  run  oil  so 
that  i  can  have  a  copy  of  youi  work  in  the 
extensive  file  I  have  on  the  subject. 

It  was  very  nice  for  Mrs*  Russell  to  have  you 
get  in  touch  with  me  and  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you. 

Sincerely  ycuis, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 
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Do  lr  04  Silver  Dollars  Really  Exist? 


Paul  Cunningham 


■rx  lish  12(2/  ) 


April  5,  1963 


*  V-v  -L 
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sts  arx-  authentications 
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Evidence  that  If 04  dollars  ^ere  not  strucl:  in  If 04 


A.  Po  date  specifications 


nt  practices 


KJ 


.  Pint  closures 


January,  If 04,  mintage  of  l(,rCC  pieces 


Ls 


'•uich  fie  changes 


Mutilated  edge  lettering 


) 


O' 


Orb  line 

I.  Public  interest  and  the  romantic  V'C4  silver  dollar 

.  Pa  melee  specimen 
3.  China-borne  vessel 

C.  Pirates 

D .  I dont ana T  s  c  ont r ibut i on 

II.  Description  of  known  pieces 
A.  Davis  specimen 

3 .  Physi  c a.  1  d  e s c  ri nti  on 
C.  Chapman1 s  classification 

E.  Certain  features 

3.  Le vend -cloud  relation 

III.  Evidence  that  140 4  dollars  were  struck  in  1  04 
A.  hint  report 

3 .  Stoppage  of  coinage 


C .  A  s  s  ay  re ;r  e  rv  a  t  i  on 


+  em -norz  Trr  dollars 


.  Patterson  Ts  i:  mil  cation 
.  Center 

1 .  "'•isc  o ve  nr  i  ■  Lend  on 
.  Tests  arO  authentications 
3 .  Alterations 

V.  Evidence  that  13 0 4  dollars  ••rere  not  struck  in  1404 
A.  Do  cate  specifications 
3  .  '  ;i nt  nr c-  c t ices 
C .  “i  nt  c  1  o  s u r  e  s 


T  '  i  ■y>r  r 

-  «  dc  iXLtc:  j.  /  ? 

c 

1 — 1 

E.  ';uick 

die 

chan 

A/ 

2" .  Iduti  la 

ted 

edge 
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nieces 


pet 


i 


:  1  r  t  r  s  o] 


Hint  Cabinet 

1.  Patterson’s 

2 .  Hi' t  deposits 

3.  Congressional  appropriation 
L .  Tracin'"' 

a.  int  deposits 

b.  Restrikes 

B.  Hirst  3.3  04  dollar 

1.  Hr.  Stickney 

2 .  I v nun e  Co lumb i  a  n 

3 .  Christian  Oobrecht 

C.  London  dollars 

1.  Foreign  section 

2.  Zerbe  dollars 

3.  London  museum 
I,  James  Snovjden 

i.  Washington  metallic  art 
.  Re strikes 

C.  Hint  employee  restrikes 

1.  Adam  Bckfeldt 

2.  Franklin  Peale 

D.  Type  II  dollars 

1.  Lrplo;  -ee-made 

2 .  J a c oo  I- c\zir  Id t 

3 .  Seizure 

4.  Sv.dss  Shooting  Thaler 


IV 


3D.  Date  pinpointing 

'\^J  P.  Condemnation  of  mint  practices 

G.  Type  III  dollars 
VI.  Conclusions 
A.  Dint  records 
D#  Contemporary  dollars 

C.  Stoppage  of  coinage 

D.  mint  closure 

A  Certain  features 

F.  Employee  re strikes 

G.  Date  pinpointing 

H.  Conclusion 


larly  o]  '  rr  .  3ea.  A  ”rans  m  Dr  tril  ute  •  as  usu- 

ally  demanded  by  these  pirates  for  the  -release  of  ships  and 
■  r  I  .  1]  a  v  of  the  silver  dollars  ■  -••ere  -r  3 

Din  lo  any,  A  Ar  of  American  Coins,  Auction 
‘at  Ion  3>  Fairb;  nks  o!3  ion ,  (  ece  il  er  3  0,  1961)  .  p.32 

.dosep’i  Doffin',  Cur  A  serf can  '.onoy ,  (Feu/  "or':,  IDA  . ,  p.  AO 
I.  all  er  f  ho  pson”  •f'.iiat  tlie  Archives  Reveal  About  Id  Of  )oll*  ]  s, 
~  ~  r  ’  3 c  'or-  -  zine ,  (August,  19^1),  p.19^5 

n 


2 


to  t  ne 


_ 


l.  u  c  V  31 


■  :■  rail  S  02.1. 


.ell  '  1  : 


o'  •  m  n  ■ 
•  t  •  _L  i  i 


me  .  ’  A 


i  Ilia  :n  >e,r  lour . 


'  in  1  7*  syl- 


vanian  new: —  "■or  c:  i  ried  the  followin;  •  ccou  t: 


it  'roves 


n  ine,  .'  la  ;  issiny. .  .doll<  r 


c  dv ored  in  north  rn  "'oi*  i  t  .  . 


rv;  ,, 

;  iLk:~  G  c  -  v. 


the  ■  orld  .  hei  s  5  s  ]  i  1  r  e  :  s  m  t ' 


n  dis¬ 
horn  Pieces... 

'  t  the  n1  linenes 


oi  the-  coinT  .  :  ^ 

As  fantastic  as  stories 
or  be inf  found  are  accounts 
coins.  C no  such  fascins.f inf 
3f'CT  dollar  specimen. 

The  R.Coulton  hr  vie  1'  02;.  dollar  speci  .-on  was  hour  lit 


d  ?  2  illars  i  ipea rinf 

of  the  calcs  and  resales  of  t’  ese 
account  is  of  the  ...  loulton  Davis 


n  c  o 1 '  t  h  e  nt  i  c  a  t  o  d  ±  ■ 


and  custodian  of  the 


If' 7 3  b-;*  At  Ilian  . .  u  ois,  then  assay cr 
'int  Cabinet.  It  was  confirmed  by  PuBois 


■  •  be  an  "original  and  not  a  restrike"  of  a  later  cate .  Davi; 


sold  the  dollar  back  to 
Klein  of  '  icksburg  bought  it  for  12.CC 
-  avi  s  a  fa  in  b  ou  phi 


Ha  "o  It  ine  for  1050  in  1003  .•  -Ge  rye  c- 

the  same  year.  .Coult on 


’/oodwa  rd  Sale  f 


he  dollar  alien  it  was  offerer'  at 
6 


( •■■0 . 


'a  /an  i s  ’■  c eai tn  ,  one  c  olla  r 


the  95th 


rss  pur¬ 


chased  by  John  il.Hale  of  T'hillipsburn,  Pennsylvania,  f oi 


r'  cr, 

<-  J  w  • 


J  *->  V';  c 


a- 

as  be  sue  thed  at  his  death  to  .1-1.  Hu  11.  It  was  sold  i 

A 


m 


December  7, 


liar  Subject  of  Article  in  1$97,!I  Coin  '■  orld , 


1  O  <  v 

i  --  c :  a 


•By  maneuvers  of  Davis,  ha  wound  >.p  paying  just  bllC  for 
this  Particular  silver  dollar. 


lull T  s  estate  in  1950  for  3,400  to  a  I  rs .  Fullerton,  a  car -liter 


jf  c 


-,o 

—  • 


raves.  The  7: avis  specimen,  sometimes  called  the  r raves 


Sue ci  .ien , 


•  ’  c-  v. 


ole  for  the  eighth  tine  in  1954  for  ,  CC  . 


The  knovTL  lbC  l  silver  collars  z  re  the  sa  ie  size  as 


he  silver  dollars  of  today,  bein' 


O 


y*  rr 


cent  meters  in  c  nr mete 


x 


The  obverse  (face)  has  the  bust  of  ;; liberty55  facin' 


v>p  f ' ; vr 
X  .  L  -  O  • 


hie 


e d ye  hr  s  thirt e  r n  sta rs , 


'7TOTD  Vt! 
1  •  JL-L-1  Jii  j- 


,  and  the  date,  1  Oi 


n  i 


are  reverse 


is  d orcinate d  by  a  large  heraldic  eagle.  :Thf  if  of 77 


--J  ....  v»  x 


hlOiC 


encloses  the  field.  The  eagle  has  a  union  shield  on  its  breast. 


ir  one  clan*  is  a  cluster  of  war 


X  O  • 


In  the  other  is  an  olive 


b  ranch,  s  y  i  Tc  o "  i  c 


of  oea  e .  A  banner,  •  T  PIT’  I. 


o  u: 


crosses 


ci.b  Lx  c. 


r  revne  are 


the  eagle’s  neck.  Above  the  eale’s  he id  in 

P-^l  £ 

thirteen  stars  anc  an  arc  of  clouds  (see  appendix). 


U 


In  1913,  S. II. Chapman,  &  Ph  ladelphia  coin  dealer, 


classed  the  1'  04  collars  into  four  distinct  grouns. 


j  r!  O  O  e  O  •  T.T 

laouto  ub 


and  three  are  basically  the  same.  Tor  reasons  of  simplicity , 
therefore,  I  vri.ll  hereafter  refer  to  classes  tvo  an  three  col¬ 
lectively  as  Tyne  II.  The  classes,  as  described  by  Chapmen  in 


i  oi 


are 


**  o 

C;.  O 


_T*  i 

—  O  J.  It,  V7S 


C\  1  p  c ;  Q  1 
•  '  —  c*.  >.  ’  .  _  • 


roofs  - uith  lettered  edges  of  about  1  l  0. 


There  ere 


x  specimens  account  c  for.  These  ire  noin  as  "originals." 


‘u  _m  c. 


sc 


r> 

'  «  • 


roof  of  before  l£?0,  probably  about  1 


T .  p  V  *f-  V  O 
,  j.  Urn  o xiO; 


Sc  me  obverse . 


Kj  .LCv  O  O  • 


roofs  of  about  1' '  G  with  olein  edges  (tvo  j 

k  .  *  / 


f  l  ci  c  q 
^  —Ck.  v_;  o 


4.  roofs  of  al  DUt  1  with  errors  in  edge  lettering. * 


kJ 


.  Shack  Coin  Company,  oo.cit.,  p.34 
.  T h omp son,  on. cit . ,  p.  19b 


Q 


4 


--  this  ve  can  assume  that 


the  lf  4  dollars  were  not 


■  r  cl:  ii  1  4,  bu  lat  rl  ut  how  can  this  be?  V/hy ,  vl  n, 


O 


-  here,  and  how  were  these  coins  struck? 

halter  Breen,  a:  eminent  numis  i;  ist,  has  u., 


the  ;:1 

f  02:  dollars 

ere  made  alter  1  - 

It 

is 

one  It 

C  dol3  ar  -  is  s 

'overstrnck  on  9  Swiss 

.*0  1- 
Oh 

-ot: 

10 

1  57  lu 

nearly  on 

e  hi  nd red  per  cent  of  a 

11 

nu  1:1 

lieve 

all  hno--n  17C2,  specimens  are  red,  rik 

es . 

* » T\T 

argued 

c  onv  in  c  in  sly 

that  any  of  them  were 

str 

uck 

17  -I 

0.!  period.".  1 

This  fact  is  difficult 

to 

a  r  r 

c  s  r  u  9  j. 

n  lectures  01 

the  coins,  first  ,  the 

ecy 

es 

laimec  that 
no’-.'ii  if  ct  that 


T  aler  dated 


u.nnr  tne 
!  because  of 
the  coins 

are  not  clear!'-  struck  with  the  ed ye -lettering  as  in  the  earlier 

(179d-ldf4)  series.  Second  1;-,  the  borders  have  definite  rims. 

Both  of  these  features  could  possibly  have  been  caused  only  by 

J 1 

collars  ’•-hied  vere  used  after  I' 3  • 

This  is  onlv  one  wav  that  i'  can  be  deter  lined 


:  .  A.  .  -agin  and  I  aul  [agin,  !,1  3  ver  ’  ’  5$  f  t  ers  l£(  4  ] 

or  the  host  hotorious  .  .Coin - It?"  Over  18  5r  1,  •*  i  u  lisma  tic 

8  era -to  ok  [r-a-ine,  (October,  1961),  0.2517 

1" .  Ibid  . ,  -0.25OO.  (Here  is  absolute,  irreprtabl  .  concrete 

evidence  that  some  (at  least  one)  ltd  4  coll;  rs  vere  minted  around 
tf  60.  At  the  time  this  piece  was  str  ck,  tl  e  availability  of 
suitable  metal  disks (nlanchets )  on  -hich  the  dollar  was  to  be 
s  nick  was  probably  very  limited.  /  c •  '  -  it--  1  ttc"  in.-  the 

coins  probably  could  not  find  s  ch  -  planchet ,  he  simply  decidec 
to  use  another  coin  of  the  same  site,  “hen  one  coin  is  overstrve 
on  another  one  in  this  manner,  the  original*  design  is  usually 
complete]  eradic;  ted.  In  tl  is  ca.se,  the  d?  .  nc  part  of  the  de¬ 
sign  was  distinguishable  so  ii  can  1  -  positively  identified  as 
5  "-ho ot i n •-  T h a  ler  o ;  1 0 57  J 


a  ovi: 

11.  Alfred  J.  (  stheimer  III,  tor 
S  liver  Dollars  forbl  enticated,”  Hu  mis  is  tic  >cra  'book  ;  1  -•  zine 


morary  1  C4  ;  nc  1  05 


■9-1)  ,  p.  12,60 


u 


t  ler  03  no*  £3  1  0/  doll?  is  an  'original”  (st?uck  about  Is 
or  ad’restrike1  str  ck  after  If l  ),  Another  cl  solut  hod  is 

'oui  d  ii  rel?  i  m  o:  the  reverse  legend  to  the  arc  of  clouds 

i  jiatel;  bene?  th  i  ,  I  Hype  I  the  1  r  nC”  in  ”(  in  the 
levenc’  is  above  the,  xl ;'I 


•’  hi  1:  Df  J  s  cl  ou  b  -  :  1 1  h  '  t .  Ir  the 


Tyne  II  an  III  tl:  I  -  t  r  is  al  ove  the  space  bctwe  an  the 

*i  - 

t"0  clouds  beneath  t-lie  letter.  — 

The  relation  of  th:  legend  to  the  clouds  can  be  fra - 
phi c ally  illustrated  by  drav-ing  an  ii la y inary  line  iron  the  center 

1  ■' e  r-  -;r  t.bo  lepend.  In  the  first  tynr  , 
l':v  lin  ■■•ill  protrude  throve  h  the  rifht  he.l:  of  the  cloud  be- 


of  tlu  dollar  throur'  one  •  <j-  m  tn 


nee  '  the  lep  nd.  j.n  t  second  ty pe ,  the  line  vjill  not  toi  ch 

pc- <3  c* 

either  cloud  bene  at:*  the  le-endf 


There  arc  many  state  lent s  to  rm  mort  the  theory  that, 
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ckfe  lot  struck  some  pieces  hii  'self  durin  his  term  as 
'  1  1  -1  39).  His  succc  >sor,  Franklin  le,  contin¬ 
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lies .  any  of  these  dies  departed  fro::  the  mint  when  he  left 
after  being  discharged  in  ld-54  for  re  striking  medals  for  pri¬ 
vate  profit/"  The  remaining  collection  of  dies  was  added  to  by 

41 

Beale’s  successor,  George  -  .  Childs. 

mt  Id' 5<  or  1  39,  some  mint 
enplo3rees  found  the  obverse  of  the  "Original11  or  Type  I  silver 
dollar.  Since  the  reverse  \k  s  missing  or  otherwise  not  to  be 
found,  they  conveniently  discovered  -device  punches,  1  tter  pun¬ 
ches  ,  and  a  beading  punch* :  such  as  ?nre  used  in  the  1794-1903 
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whether  he  split  the  money  with  the  employees  or  not. 

Then  Director  Snowden  discovered  the  *:'fiasco, •  he  had 
the  two  1‘  04  dollars  seized,  he  ravin--  t  ■  :  ned  ;oralistic  at 
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41 .  Breen,  loc . cit . 

42.  Ibid. 
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These  1'  Cl  dollars  are  called  the  Fckfeldt 
The  Hint  Cabinet,  or  Iniitl  sonian,  piec$  is  the  notorioi  ;  riss 
Ihootin  Thaler  Id  Oh.  dollar,  several  electrotypes  exist  in  this 
type,  one-  oh  which  \ "  s  produced  in  copper  by  a  lint  employee, 
hr.  '  i  Ilian  hurois,  ah  out. 

Although  the  leOA  Types  IJ  and  Ill  dollars  -  ere  sup¬ 
posedly  struck  a ‘.-out  ~h  0  an-'"  1  ’76,  respectively,  the  actual 
dates  of  the  strikinys  can  be  almost  pinpointed  by  a  document 
which  states  an  1604  dollar  die  was  sealed  ii  a  box,  -  1  us  with 
several  dozen  other  dies,  on  July  JO,  1F-'C  #  The  box  \r  s  re  sealed 

bay  If,  16---7,  after  the  approximate  date  that  the  16 '"4  hype  III 

[■ r' 

dollars  ’sere  struck.'  Snowden  probh  ly  seized  the  three  Type 
II  dollars  known  to  Jacob  Sckf eldtj  and  the  culprit  die  in  late 
June  or  early  July  oh  1660  and  sealed  them  in  s  box,  al  n  wit] 
the  other  dies ,  ho piny  to  end  the  questionable  practice  oh  re- 
strikiny  rare  coins  for  the  use  oh  collectors,  ho  had  been 
bothered  by  collectors  sc  chirm  1  0/  5  s  after  the  word  pot  out 
that  there  were  a  few  around,  and  that  they  had  oriyinatec  at 
the  mint. 
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45.  halter  Thompson,  hie  1604  Dollar  '  ie  -nc  Others  Found  at 
the  I  int  in  1  Sj ,  Numismatic  Scrap!  o  y  -  in-  ,  g  cm  iber 
1961),  p.3165 
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cairioi  ccio:j:.r 

This  scorns  to  rr  to  he  a  very  Tine  piece  el  work.  You  heve  b  aken  a  specialised 
subject  it  „1  r  .  ..  ext  r  er.  si’  int  ersst  ini  to  t  .  reader  ..  —  nnow  _  sc  ge  in 

the  field  is  encral,  if  not  sparse.  Your  conclusions  ..rev;  logically— to  my  mind, 
inevitably — out  of  the  data  you  present.  Your  own  grasp  of  t  he  subject  is  excellent 
and  your  or  ■  ni  sat  ion  is  very  good. 

lii nor  errors  have  crept  in,  however. 

1.  You  have  seme  spelling  errors  (many  of  them  no  doubt  typographical ) 
which  you  did  not  catch  in  proof  reading. 

2.  ’./hen  you  refer  the  reader  to  the  appendix,  you  should  give  the 
page  reference. 

1.  Your  footnote  numbers  at  the  bottom  of  each  page  should  be 
raised  above  the  line  of  type  like  this: 

p 

Cunningham,  cp.  cit  .,  p.  7« 

MOV/  RbAD  CM;  DC  MOT  THROV  THIS  AV/AY  AT  fYI3  POINT  i  REMOVE  Y/ASTT  h.hh:  RCClu 


admittedly,  this  is  a  minor  point.  Your  footnotes  are  clear,  just  as  easy  to  read 
as  mine,  and  no  doubt  really  just  as  good.  But  my  footnote  is  recording  to  the  form 
used  in  many  scholarly  publications  and  is  the  one  your  book  recommends.  This  is  a 
detail,  to  be  sure — but  graduate  schools  the  country  over  are  filled  wit  h  college 
professors  to  whom  such  minor  points  ore  meat  and  drink.  There  are  professors  who 
v/culo  use  details  like  footnote  numbers  as  the  basis  for  passing  or  failing  t  he  course. 
You  may  go  to  graduate  school  some  day — you  never  know;  more  and  more  people  are  caking 
graduate  work — ant  I  voul  be  letting  you  go  there  handicapped — in  essence,  throwing 
you  to  use  wolves — if  I  did  net  call  your  at  tent  ion  t  c  t  he  f  act  that  these  footnot<  _ 
are  not  written  in  t  he  form  set  up  by  your  t  ext  book.  I  know  you  don't  think  this  is 
important;  but  some  day,  seme  professor  who  has  the  veto  power  over  your  master's 
degree  may  consider  it  important.  ' 

nevertheless,  I  consider  the  paper  as  a  whole  very  good.  If  you  know  of  any 
magazine  whicn  publishes  this  kind  of  article,  and -if  the  subject  has  not  already  been 
adequately  covered  (lately,  u;  least},  try  sending  it  away  and  find  out  what  some 
odit  or  t  hinns  of  ix  .  You  may  have  tc  revise  it  some.  I  suggest  a  letter  of  inquiry 
uiret  (postal  races  being  what  they  are*;  to  see  if  the  editor  is  interested.  I  quit 
using  red  ink  when  I  x bought  pf  your  having  to  type  it  over — you  may  bo  able  to  use 

sorne  PuZca  wit  nout  re- copying*  ,  Good  luck- -and  if  you  do  submit  it  t  c  an  editor,  let 
me  know  how  you  come  out . 


July  2,  1963 


Mr,  R.  Coppola 
J.C.  Coin  Shop 
Flushing,  Slew  York 

Dear  Mr,  Coppola: 

Having  done  a  great  deal  of  work 
on  the  180k  dollar  I  ara  very  interested  in 
the  report  of  ycur  findings  as  published 
in  Coin  World  for  July  5,  1963,  page  63* 

Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to 
send  me  as  large  a  photograph  as  you  have 
of  each  side  of  the  coin  in  question? 

If  you  have  the  weight  that  would 
be  helpful.  I  would  also  like  to  know 
the  condition  of  the  ddge. 

lour  cooperation  will  be  most 
apprecia  ted. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/'a  tb 


August  13,  1963 


Mr. Bon  T&xay 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Co* 
1  West  U7th  Street 
New  *ork  36,  N*I* 

Dear  Dons 


The  complaint  about  the  attribution  of  the 
Wolfson  180U  Dollar  and  my  comment  was  published  on 
page  £8  of  the  May  10,1963  Coin  World. 

As  to  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickels,  two 
were  proof-like  and  three  were  definitely  uncircu¬ 
lated  only.  When  I  say  nproof-liken  they  were  cer¬ 
tainly  not  ”mirror-like 8 .  I  do  not  recall  any  evi¬ 
dence  which  would  indicate  what  kind  of  a  press 
they  were  struck  on, 

I  will  be  glad  to  see  anything  which  you 
write  on  either  of  these  controversial  subjects. 

Kindest  regards. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  ?.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Aug  19,1965 


Mr  Eric  P  Newman 
6450  Cecil  Ave 
St  Louis, 5  Mo. 

Dear  Mr  Newman. 

I  have  enclosed  a  set  of  photos  for  you  friend  I 
thought  he  might  like  them  . 

I  would  be  very  pleased  if  we  can  get  together  on  a 
Trade  for  my  1804  dollar.  T^  be  sure  I  honestly  didnt  know  it 
was  a  alteration  as  you  stated  ,  but  if  you  believe  it  to  be  so 
I  ™0uldnt  doubt  youfword. 


To  ask  you  or  tell  you  what  I  want  in  T~a^e  is  very 


hard  because  I  dont  know  waht  you  have  to  Trade  with?,.  If  vou  would 

send  me  a  list  of  coins  that  you  do  have  to  T^ade  with  I  can  pick 

J  < 

out  the  coins  thht  I  would  care  to  have. 


I  >>ad  a  Ad  in  the  coin  World  to  Trade  the  Dollar 


and  had  many  requests, but  It  would  please  me  for  you  to  have  it. 
I  trust  ~re  will  get  together. 


Respectfully  Y°urs 


*±C>— J.I7DO.U  DO 

Flushing  58  L.I. 


9 


■  isx 

,.** 192*  I..  *"* 

lSii»8  68  ’ 


August  15,  1963 


Mr. gene  W.  Fsvata 
i*3-UU  195 th  Street 
Flushing  58,  Hew  York 

Dear  Mr.Favatas 

Thank  you  for  the  photo  of  your  l80i*  dollar. 
It  is  an  alteration,  as  you  know. 

I  would  be  interested  in  having  it  and  so 
would  a  friend  of  wine  so  if  you  can  indicate  what 
you  might  want  in  trade  that  would  be  of  interest. 

I  appreciate  very  much  your  kind  remarks 
with  respect  to  the  book  on  the  180U  dollar.  It 
was  a  very  exciting  adventure. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN  NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY 


EPN/a tb 


Mr  Fric  P  N'ewman 
400  Washington  Ave 
St  L  ~uis  2  Mo. 

Dear  Mr  Newman, 

In  Answer  to  your  letter  of  July  2,1963  to  Mr  Cupola 
regarding  my  1804  doller, 

Fnclosed  please  find  enclosed  photos  as  you  requested. 
The  weight  is  the  same  as  tyrpe  3  as  described  in  your  hook, less  a  grm 
I  have  read  your  book  with  great  interest  and  satisfiction  in  you  story 
of  this  Great  Rarity. 

I  have  intentions  to  Trade  my  1804  as  a  filler  If  by 
chance  you  know  of  some  one  that  might  be  interested  I  would  more  then 
appreciate  it. 

I**  I  can  help  in  any  way  please  write  and  tell  me, your 
opinion  will  be  regarded  with  great  respect. 


Respectfully  Yours 


IhSw  Shigend  Favata 

£  i£95fh  Street 

tflusMkg  58*1  New  York 


August  27,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Kent 

I  was  in  Mongolia  during  ray  vacation  and  was 
gone  at  the  time  of  the  A.N.A.  Convention.  The 
balloting  surprised  me  not  only  with  respect 
to  the  improper  ballots  but  also  the  outcome  of 
the  presidential  election.  I  am  at  least  glad  that 
the  A.N.A.  adopted  something  with  respect  to  copies 
of  coins  but  still  believe  that  marked  copies  are 
a  menace  and  a  detriment  even  if  there  are  others 
that  do  not.  I  do  have  a  lot  to  talk  over  with 
you  whenever  our  paths  can  be  arranged  to  cross 
again. 


In  the  August  30,  1963  Coin  World  you  are 
quoted  as  having  said  that  genuine  British  half¬ 
pence  of  1770-1775  were  melted  down  to  make  counter¬ 
feits.  I  am  very  interested  in  the  source  of  this 
statement  and  wonder  if  you  made  it  at  all.  On  the 
same  page  Maurice  Gould  is  quoted  with  respect  to 
17h9  English  pennies  and,  unfortunately,  there  were 
none  • 

What  do  you  t&ink  of  writing  up  a  little 
addendum  to  our  book  and  adding  such  material  as 
has  turned  up  in  comments  and  research  since  its 
publication?  It  would  be  very  short. 

I  certainly  hope  you  and  yours  had  a  pleas¬ 
ant  summer. 

My  very  best  wishes. 


Sincere ly. 


EPN/atb 


September  10,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Ken: 


lour  pleasant  letter  of  September  3, 
1963  is  at  hand. 

I  am  glad  you  like  the  idea  of  writing 
an  addendum  to  our  book.  If  I  do  write  such 
addendum  I  believe  the  nice  comments  received 
with  respect  to  the  book  should  be  added  in 
some  editorial  note  to  accompany  the  addendum 
unless  you  are  the  editor  and  it  would  be 
immodest.  Whether  I  can  finish  by  December  16 
is  a  problem  as  my  daughter  is  being  married 
late  in  October  and  all  activities  are  aimed 
toward  that  event.  I  have  all  the  new  material 
in  one  heap. 

Have  you  heard  my  new  joke.....  that 
the  A.N.a* should  pass  a  resolution  providing 
that  all  counterfeit  ballots  must  be  marked 
“reproduction"  or  "copy"  or  else  they  will 
not  be  acceptable. 

Kindest  regards,  as  always. 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/a tb 


WHITMAN 


PUBLISHING 

COMPANY 


Subsidiary  of  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 


12  2  0  MOUND  AVENUE 


RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


September  16,  1963 


Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
Edison  Brothers  Stores 
400  Washington  Avenue 
St.  Louis  2,  Missouri 

Dear  Eric: 

Congratulations  on  the  forthcoming  marriage  of  your  daughter. 

I  can  see  where  the  activities  of  this  big  event  will  take 
precedent  over  any  of  the  writing  which  you  may  do,  and  I  want 
to  assure  you  that  there  is  no  pressing  need  for  the  1804 
commentary. 

Why  not  just  plan  to  work  this  article  up  in  some  leisure 
moment  and  not  worry  about  the  December  16  publication  date. 
Actually,  we  have  the  first  issue  filled  and  are  now  looking 
for  articles  for  the  second  or  third  number.  I  will  plan  to 
keep  some  space  open  for  whenever  you  advise  me  that  you  can 
have  the  article  finished. 

I  relayed  your  ANA  joke  to  the  fellows  in  the  office  and  to 
some  of  my  coin  club  friends  last  week.  Everyone  got  a  big 
chuckle  out  of  it. 

I  still  do  not  think  much  of  the  idea  of  publishing  the  nice 
comments  received  about  the  '04  book.  I  could  not  do  this  as 
an  editorial,  since  I  am  the  editor  of  this  new  magazine,  and 
you  are  right--it  would  be  rather  immodest. 

Kindest  regards  to  all. 


Sincerely 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Ken  Bressett 
Numismatic  Editor 


KEB: jam 


November  8,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company- 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  5>3U0l* 

Bear  Ken: 

Good  luck  on  the  Whitman  Numismatic  Jour¬ 
nal. 


I  have  substantially  written  the  episode 
on  new  matters  concerning  "The  Fantastic".  I 
will  send  them  to  you  for  your  suggestions. 

Bo  you  know  whether  the  Wolf  son  sale 
actually  was  a  sale  of  the  l80lt  dollar  -  or 
do  we  list  it  as  "undisclosed"? 

My  very  kindest  regards  to  you. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/a tb 


November  29,  1963 


Mr.  Kenneth  Bressett 
Whitman  Publishing  Company 
1220  Mound  Avenue 
ft acihe,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Kens 


I  have  finished  writing  the  additions 
to  the  180U  Dollar  and  am  putting  them  in  shape 
to  submit  to  you. 

I  have  a  picture  of  the  top  of  the 
Siam  box  which  I  think  should  be  published.  Do 
you  have  a  print  of  that  picture  so  that  it  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  forward  mine?  X  also 
want  to  know  if  you  feel  it  is  worth  while  to 
try  to  determine  the  die  varieties  of  the  other 
coins  in  the  Siam  set.  Do  you  have  a  picture 
of  them?  and  do  you  think  it  has  value  to 
check  their  variety,  at  least  the  half  dollar, 
quarter,  dime,  cent,  and  half  cent?  I  do  not 
have  good  pictures  of  the  cent  and  half  cent. 

My  best  wishes  to  you. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC  P.  NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


